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Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Livy in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

HONORING CHIEF STEVE
WESTERMANN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievements of Chief Steve Westermann.
Chief Westermann is one of the most re-
spected fire district chiefs and is retiring from
the Central Jackson County Fire Protection
District. | join with his family, fellow firefighters,
and the citizens of the central Jackson County
in congratulating Chief Westermann on his
many years of success, contributions to the
community and retirement.

Chief Westermann started his career as a
volunteer in 1972 while in high school. In
1977, he was hired as a Fire Inspector with
CJC, creating the Fire Prevention Bureau and
beginning the first in-school education pro-
grams. In 1979, he was promoted to assistant
chief, and in 1981 left to take a position as the
Assistant Chief / Fire Marshall in Chesterfield
MO. In 1985 he returned to CJCFPD as a fire
apparatus engineer and was soon promoted to
deputy chief. In 1988, Chief Westermann was
appointed Chief Fire Executive (CFE), the
fourth in CJCFPD’s history. Along the way,
Chief Westermann has also been elected or
appointed to serve in leadership and executive
positions on countless local, state, and na-
tional organizations and committees, dedi-
cated to making the communities we serve,
and the fire service as a whole, stronger and
safer.

While serving as CFE, Chief Westermann
moved CJCFPD forward in all areas and cre-
ated an organization that is recognized and re-
spected across the country. CJCFPD grew
from 18 to 133 career staff, assumed com-
plete responsibility for emergency medical
services, achieved an Insurance Services Of-
fice rating of 2, significantly expanded fire and
EMS training, added Station 5 and a state of
the art training facility.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me and the
rest of the community, family and firefighters
in applauding Chief Steve Westermann’s out-
standing achievements and contributions to
the community, and the State of Missouri. We
wish Chief Westermann and his family the
very best in years to come.
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HONORING THE CENTENNIAL OF
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OF
THE CALIFORNIA NORTHWEST

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague Congressman MIKE THOMP-
SON to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
American Red Cross of the California North-
west (Northwest Chapter), as it celebrates the
occasion on June 22, 2017.

Chartered in 1917, the American Red Cross
of the California Northwest was originally com-
prised of eleven chapters from Sonoma to Del
Norte Counties. These chapters provided nec-
essary support and emergency services to
United States Armed Forces and their families
stationed in the area, as the country entered
the First World War.

Throughout the years, the Northwest Chap-
ter's purpose has evolved to meet the region’s
growing population and increasingly diverse
needs. Now covering six counties with a com-
bined population of 941,000 people, the North-
west Chapter has provided emergency serv-
ices, training programs, and continued support
to Military personnel and their families
throughout the region.

This has led to critical emergency support
during times of disaster both big and small.
From the 1964 earthquake that devastated
Crescent City to the Russian River Floods of
1955, 1982, 1995, and 2007, the Northwest
Chapter has repeatedly answered the call for
assistance with trained volunteers and broader
emergency support. The Northwest Chapter
responds to an average of 100 local disasters
and assists an average 280 families each year
through the efforts of its volunteer disaster
workers.

Mr. Speaker, the American Red Cross of
the California Northwest has been a critical
partner in providing local emergency support
and preparation during times of crisis. It is,
therefore, fitting to congratulate and thank the
Northwest Chapter for a century of exceptional
volunteer citizenship and community support.

———

HONORING GREENBRIER MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Greenbrier Middle School on being
named one of 465 Schools to Watch by the
National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades
Reform in 2017.

By establishing organizational norms, struc-
tures, and arrangements, Schools to Watch
achieve academic excellence, developmental
responsiveness, and social equity.

Those three characteristics are paramount
to middle-grade success and young adoles-
cent development.

| am encouraged to hear of Greenbrier Mid-
dle School’s unyielding sense of purpose and
dedication to the success of their students;
and, | am excited to personally congratulate
their outstanding efforts during their visit to
Washington this month.
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Our youth are our future, so | look forward
to further Arkansas schools joining Greenbrier
in the pursuit of excellence.

———
RECOGNIZING THE RETIRING
TEACHERS AT INTER-LAKES

HIGH SCHOOL
NEW HAMPSHIRE

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, all teach-
ers are special, but educators who stay way
beyond normal retirement dates deserve extra
credit. In my district, | have four educators
from the same high school, Inter-Lakes High
School in Meredith, NH, who are retiring after
a combined 150 years in education. That is
truly remarkable, and | join with their commu-
nity to thank them for their service to the chil-
dren and the community.

Vice Principal William Athans has been
working in education for 51 years, which is
simply incredible. Guidance counselor Chris-
tina Gribben has been assisting students and
helping them reach their full potential for 43
years. World languages teacher Nancy
Stetson has been teaching for 35 years, and
science teacher Joyce Warburton has been
expanding minds and preparing students for
21 years.

These educators have played a tremendous
role in the lives of so many New Hampshire
students. They have planted knowledge and
wisdom in young minds and prepared their
students for success. | hope our newly minted
retirees enjoy a long and happy retirement.
They certainly have earned it.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MARK
SCOTT

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to honor Mark Scott, who passed away in
May, 2017.

A native of Eureka, lllinois, Mark Scott at-
tended Worsham College of Mortuary Science
and later served as a funeral director for 20
years. As a servant of the community, he was
found helping families in their greatest time of
need at Otto-Argo Funeral Home in Eureka,
Davis-Fulton in Peoria, and Irwin Chapel in
Granite City. Later, Mark began his career as
a financial agent, working for Country Compa-
nies in Eureka for the past fifteen years.

Mark continued his service and devotion in
the community as an accomplished Eagle
Scout with Masonic Lodge Triple 835 and as
president of the Eureka Rotary Club. In addi-
tion, Mark was a member of the Eureka Busi-
ness Association and served on the board at
the Heart House. In his spare time, he was
known as an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed
outdoor projects and birdwatching, as well as
a family man who was fond of vacations and
game nights with his wonderful wife, Andrea,
and children, Alyssa and Derek. Furthermore,
Mark was a man of faith, serving as a deacon
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and President of the Board of Central Chris-
tian Church.

Mark Scott made his community a better
place. He will always be in the hearts and
minds of friends and family throughout the Eu-
reka community. May he rest peacefully in
heaven.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TOWN OF
CONWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | want to take this
opportunity to recognize the town of Conway,
Massachusetts as they celebrate their 250th
anniversary. Since its establishment in 1767,
Conway has continued to flourish as a rich ag-
ricultural community located in the foothills of
the Berkshire Mountains.

The town of Conway was first established
as the southwest portion of the town of Deer-
field, Massachusetts. After the end of the
French and Indian Wars, the area was divided
and the town Conway was official established
in 1767. Named after General Henry Seymour
Conway, a leader in the British House of Com-
mons, the town was known for its sheep farm-
ing along with other agricultural pursuits. The
first settlers of Conway were able to build
gristmills and sawmills to harness the power of
the many waterways that flowed through the
town. As the Industrial Revolution began in the
United States, Conway was no exception to
the rise of the manufacturing industry. Fac-
tories began to emerge in Conway along the
South River, where power could be readily ac-
cessible from the mills. Everything from tex-
tiles and hats, to washing machines and fur-
niture were manufactured in these factories.
As Conway transitioned into the 20th century,
their manufacturing industry began to suffer as
a result of the high cost of transporting goods
from the town. The town has transitioned back
to a farming community and the remnants of
the old factory buildings serve as reminders of
the town’s history.

Today, Conway is a quiet, beautiful town
with much to offer. Bardwell’s Ferry Bridge still
stands as a treasured historical landmark,
stretching across the Deerfield River and con-
necting Conway to the nearby town of
Shelburne Falls. Every fall, the annual Festival
of the Hills serves as a way for the community
to come together to celebrate the town’s long
and distinguished history. The events of the
festival include a pancake breakfast, live
music, as well as various family activities. All
the proceeds raised from the festival go to-
wards scholarships for local high school stu-
dents, as a way for the town to continue its
legacy as a hardworking community dedicated
to supporting its citizens.

Mr. Speaker, the town of Conway is an im-
portant piece in Massachusetts history and |
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am honored to represent it. | wish them all the
best as the town continues to preserve their
rich history and community involvement that
has been the legacy of Conway for these past
250 years.

——————

RECOGNIZING STEVE KAWA
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Steve Kawa for his 25 years of service to the
city and county of San Francisco. Steve Kawa
is no ordinary staff member. He is an excep-
tional public servant who has served three
mayors of San Francisco in a wide variety of
positions.

Most San Franciscans have never heard
Kawa’s name—and he prefers it that way—but
they have certainly felt the impact of his work.
He helped guide the City through the after-
math of 9/11 and the Great Recession. He
played a key role in achieving marriage equal-
ity and universal health care access, and he
oversaw unprecedented investments in afford-
able housing and infrastructure projects. His
bosses have called him a cautious, shrewd
negotiator, a driving force behind policy deci-
sions and one of the best Chiefs of Staff a
mayor could have. His effectiveness and style
have also earned him nicknames such as the
enforcer, the shadow mayor, the sphinx and
the man behind the curtain.

Steve Kawa was born in Dracut, Massachu-
setts as the fifth son out of six children of Ed-
ward and Janet Kawa and grew up in a Pol-
ish-Irish American Catholic family. Mrs. Kawa
was a school bus driver. Mr. Kawa was a con-
struction worker. Steve credits his mother with
his interest in politics. She loved the Kennedys
and was fascinated with the Watergate hear-
ings. Steve grew up watching the hearings on
TV and says the inner workings of government
mesmerized him.

Steve was the first member of his family to
attend a four-year college and graduate from
Merrimack College with a bachelor’'s degree in
political science in 1983. To pay for school he
worked four jobs as a bartender at the Polish
American Veterans Club, as a dishwasher in a
nursing home, as a florist’s delivery man and
as a security guard working the night shift.
While attending law school at Suffolk Univer-
sity, he served as a legislative aide in Bos-
ton’s State House at night. He graduated in
1989.

Two years later at the age of 30, Steve trav-
eled to San Francisco for the first time and de-
cided to make it his home. Within a month he
found his first job working as a legislative aide
to Supervisor Tom Hsieh. In November 1995,
Willie Brown was elected Mayor and hired
Steve as liaison to the Board of Supervisors.
He promoted him to Director of Legislative Af-
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fairs and then Acting Director of the Mayor's
Budget Office and then Deputy Chief of Staff.
The next mayor, Gavin Newsom, hired Steve
as his Chief of Staff in 2003. In 2011, Mayor
Ed Lee did the same and Steve remained
Chief of Staff until he recently decided to retire
from his career at city hall.

Steve is the ultimate public servant. He is
still mesmerized with the inner workings of
government, just as he was when he was
watching the Watergate hearings with his
mother. He recently told the San Francisco
Chronicle, “There is so much cynicism about
government and politics, and when I'm here |
don’t see the cynicism. | just see people work-
ing really hard for other people.” There is no
question that Steve is one of the hardest
working people working for others.

Wherever his well-deserved retirement will
take Steve Kawa, | am confident he will be ef-
fective and hope he will have more time to
spend with his husband Dan Henkle and their
two children Michael and Katherine.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to recognize an exem-
plary public servant who would rather stay out
of the limelight and get things done. Steve
Kawa’s absence at San Francisco City Hall
will be deeply felt, but his contributions will re-
main part of the fabric of our beloved city by
the bay.

A TRIBUTE TO JACOB HITZ

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jacob
Hitz, a graduate of Creston High School in
Creston, lowa. Jacob was recently honored for
outstanding academic achievement at the Fif-
teenth Annual Governor's Scholar Recognition
on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Jacob in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
him for utilizing his talents to reach his goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating him on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing him nothing but
the best.
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